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PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE
By Henry Penas

Over the past three months, Jim 
Richardson, Alex Meyer, Paul McNamara, 
and I have learned a lot—especially about 
a powerful tool called Wild Apricot. It may 
sound like bourbon, but it’s actually an 
online platform that streamlines many of 
the tasks we juggle behind the scenes.
If you missed the May Membership 

Meeting, you missed an excellent 
presentation by Jim Richardson. He 
demonstrated how Wild Apricot will save us 
countless hours managing our website, 
finances, membership database, and email 
communications. The website will be the 
hub, but behind the scenes, our team can 
now update data and spreadsheets in real 
time.

Turn to PRESIDENT, Page 3

12CALENDAR

ACTIVITIES 
EMBRACE — A Gentle Reminder for 
Our Prime Years
By Gustavo Marchini
As we journey through life, we gather 

wisdom, memories, and experiences that 
shape who we are. But even in our golden 
years, there’s always something new to learn, 
something new to feel. And perhaps the most 
powerful thing we can do at this stage is this: 
embrace.
Embrace what is. Embrace who we’ve 

become. Too often, we hear the message to let 
go—of the past, of regret, of control. And while 
that has its place, there’s something just as 
important: the ability to let in. Let in kindness. 
Let in change. Let in connection. Let in joy.
Embracing Aging
Sure, there are aches and adjustments, but 

there’s also freedom—freedom to be more 
ourselves than we’ve ever been.

Turn to ACTIVITIES, Page 3
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PRESIDENT
from page 1

Wild Apricot (WA) will handle new member 
registrations, renewals, reminders, event 
payments, and more.
Now, here’s where you come in: 

You’ll be able to log into your own WA profile 
to upload a photo, make or cancel 
reservations, renew your membership, and 
contact other members. You’ll get automatic 
renewal reminders and even have the 

option to set up recurring payments via 
credit card or bank account.
To get started, visit our website: 

ftlprimegentlemen.org. Click the Login 
button in the top-right corner. That will take 
you to the Wild Apricot site—log in with your 
email and create a password (please don’t 
use the Facebook or Google options). Then 
explore your profile and personalize it.
Special thanks to Jim Richardson and Alex 

Meyer for teaching us what we needed to 
know as they learned along the way.  

ACTIVITIES
from page 1

To wear our years with pride.
Embracing Each Other
One of the most beautiful parts of being in a 

group like Prime Gentlemen is the sense of 
belonging. Whether it’s through conversation, 
laughter, or just being in each other’s 
company—we find comfort in connection.
Embracing the Moment
The most precious time is always now. 

Whether it’s a simple meal, a walk in the sun, 
a chat with a friend, or a shared memory over 
coffee—these are the moments to embrace 
fully.

So, my dear friends, let’s remind ourselves:
Let’s embrace our lives—exactly as they are.

Let’s embrace our community—with open 
hearts.
Let’s embrace each new day—not with 
fear, but with curiosity.
Because even now—especially now—we 
have so much life left to live, and so much 
love left to give.

With warmth,
Gustavo Marchini 

Diner Lunch at Peter Pan

In other news:
Dick Huitema has stepped down as our 

one man A/V squad after so many years of 
providing us with light, sounds and action 
at our Membership/Potluck meetings. He 
tackled so many electrical, logistical and 
audio challenges again and again and 
always came out on top. He will be 
replaced by two stouthearted members – 
John Dool will not only put together the 
Surfer, but will now prepare the slides, 
photos and trailers for our meetings and 
Andrew Langley will be the A/V monitor as 
he continues to tickle the ivories. 
- Henry Penas

OUR TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
489
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FREE MOVIES
FRIDAY, June 20th 1:30 PM

at The Pride Center
FREE POPCORN AND SODA

A SAGE and PRIME GENTLEMEN 
EVENT

Featured Movie “SEBASTIAN”

Max (Ruaridh Mollica) is 
a 25-year-old aspiring 
novelist, living in London 
and paying his dues 
working at a literary 
magazine. Frustrated by 
his own ambitions and 
the pressures to 
succeed, Max begins 
moonlighting as a sex 

worker with the pseudonym, Sebastian. 

Max, uses his experiences as Sebastian 
to fuel his stories and his debut novel 
finally seems within reach. Max 
increasingly struggles to remain in control 
of a delicately balanced double-life. Max 
has to reckon with whether Sebastian is 
merely a writer’s tool to achieve first-hand 
authenticity -- or whether something more 
is at stake.

Movie Short “HEAR MY VOICE”
Mike moved to London 
hoping to find love and 
the dream part that would 
launch his opera career. 
Four years later, he is 
stuck – his journal is now 
his best friend. One night, 
during yet another hook-
up, he sees the 

apparition of his grandmother, a 
glamorous, eccentric woman whom Mike 
used to travel the world with – she is not 
impressed. 

MOVIES
By Ed Slough

WELCOME TO OUR NEW 
MEMBERS

Alberto Armas
Rick Beier

Robert Bragg
Irving Camiel
Stephen Cole

Terry Cox
Leon Garner
Mark Patrick

Albert Reeves
George Sauvigne

Tim Shaffer
Ellis Squires
Scott Sullam

Tony Widdess
Bill Wiley

The Surfer 
Podcast(Link Below) 
is a monthly audio 
companion to the 
Fort Lauderdale 
Prime Gentlemen 
newsletter. It brings 
the stories, events, 
and voices of our 
vibrant community to 
life—celebrating friendship, connection, 
and the joy of growing older together. 
Whether you’re a longtime member or a 
curious listener, you’ll love the warmth, wit, 
and wisdom in every episode.

https://open.spotify.com/show/
6e7O2aF7MEQNOC5X2EPrgR?

si=30e0986bc0af492c

https://open.spotify.com/show/6e7O2aF7MEQNOC5X2EPrgR?si=30e0986bc0af492c
https://open.spotify.com/show/6e7O2aF7MEQNOC5X2EPrgR?si=30e0986bc0af492c
https://open.spotify.com/show/6e7O2aF7MEQNOC5X2EPrgR?si=30e0986bc0af492c
https://open.spotify.com/show/6e7O2aF7MEQNOC5X2EPrgR?si=30e0986bc0af492c
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June Hero
 By Ken South

Elvis Presley appeared on The Ed Sullivan Show in 1957 
for the third and final time, only shown from the waist up! 
Dwight Eisenhower and Richard Nixon were inaugurated 
for second terms as President and Vice President of the 
United States. Around the World in 80 Days won Best 
Picture. Arkansas Governor Orville Faubus called out the 
National Guard to prevent the “Little Rock Nine” African 
American students, from enrolling in the Little Rock 
Central High School.
Also, on October 16th of 1957, Mr. June was born in 
Brookline, Massachusetts followed by a younger brother. 

Mr. J spent his elementary through high school days in Hingham and Norwell, MA where he 
graduated from Norwell High in 1975. There he played the French horn and ran track. After 
HS, he was off to college and attended Grinnell College in Iowa, where he majored in 
economics, graduating in 1980.
Following college, Mr. J moved to Beacon Hill in Boston with his partner, Ron, who he met at 

Grinnell, and became a stockbroker, practicing for ten years. During this time, he also 
attended Babson College and earned an MBA in 1984.
Turn to HERO, Page 6

Clint Finn
June 22, 
1947 –

April 19, 
2025

With profound sadness we remember and honor our members
Our dear friend Clint Finn passed away on April 19 after a long and 

courageous battle with cancer. He was lovingly cared for by his life 
partner of 29 years, Art Donley. Clint built a remarkable career in 
advertising, working with the Hearst Group for four decades. He spent 
most of that time with Good Housekeeping, ultimately retiring as the 
Advertising Production Director.

Clint was a deeply sensitive and generous man, cherished by all who 
knew him. Many would say that some of the best times of their lives were 
shared with Clint.

Memorial arrangements are currently being planned, and details will be 
shared via email as soon as they are available.

Please keep Art in your thoughts during this difficult time.
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PRIME GENTLEMEN
EXCURSION
By Ed Slough

EXCURSION TO PARADOX MUSEUM
FRIDAY, JUNE 27th @ 10 AM

2301 North Miami Avenue
Miami, 33127

We will meet at the entrance @ 10 AM. 
There will be carpools for those needing a 

ride. This event is wheelchair accessible.
Admission is $20 for 10-19 participants and 

$22.50 for 4-9 participants.
We will be having lunch at a nearby 

restaurant.

Highlights
• Interact with 70+ immersive paradoxes 

and defy your perception of reality
• Defy the laws of physics in Miami’s only 

Zero-Gravity Room
• Play inside impossible rooms where you 

can stand upside down, disappear, change 
your height, and take the coolest selfies!
If you’re going, contact Ed Slough at 

wildhybrid@aol.com 

HERO
from page 5

In the early 1990s, Mr. J changed 
careers because he was more 
interested in business research. He 
attended the Simmons College 
Graduate School of Library and 
Information Science, earned an MS in 
Library Science, and joined the Harvard 
Business School as a research librarian 
where he served for 32 years until his 
retirement in 2023. Since 2007, he also 
served on the faculty of Cambridge 
College in Boston, where he taught 
courses on research. During his life in 
Boston, he attended Old South Church, 
a United Church of Christ congregation. 
Mr. J visited South Florida many times 
over the years, but bought a home here 
in 2021. He and Michael have been 
partners for the last nine years and were 
married in 2022. The “Snow Bird” couple 
also have homes in Cambridge, and 
Cape Cod, MA.

Mr. J came out while attending Grinnell 
College. A highlight was his marching in 
the first Gay Pride Parade held in Des 
Moines, Iowa on an early Saturday 
morning in June 1979 with about 20 
other people. Last year, in 2024, that 
parade had an estimated attendance of 
130,000-150,000. 

Congratulations 
to our 50/50 

Winner
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Book Discussion Group
By Paul McNamara

UPCOMING:
JULY MEETING:
The selection for 
the July 12, 2025 

discussion is
The Gardener, 

by Charles 
Reeza:


Jack and Lem, by David Pitts, explores the 
enduring friendship between John F. 
Kennedy and Kirk Lemoyne Billings (aka 
"Lem"). 

Jack Kennedy and Lem Billings met at 
Choate and remained friends until the 
Dallas gunfire that ended Kennedy's life 
thirty years later. Although Lem was gay, 
their relationship was evidently always 
platonic and continued through WWII and 

after, as Billings pursued a career in advertising while also 
devoting much energy to advancing Kennedy's political career. 

Lem became an adored member of the extended Kennedy clan 
and loomed large in the lives of the martyred Jack’s and Bobby's 
children. Though Lem never held an official role in the Kennedy 
administration, his friendship and insight were much valued, so 
much so that he had his own room at the White House. Billings 
also became a much-sought-after source, courted by dozens of 
Kennedy biographers until he died in 1981. 

This is the story of Jack and Lem and the climate for gays during 
the Kennedy era— the story of a great friendship that grew and 
survived against the odds.

Jack and Lem will be discussed at the next meeting of the Book 
Discussion Group, to be held on Saturday, June 14 from 11:00 
AM to noon at the Stonewall Library, 1300 E Sunrise Blvd. Fort 
Lauderdale, and simultaneously on Zoom via this link: Book 
Discussion Group. (Meeting ID: 275139 4844 and Pass code: 
076609). 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2751394844?pwd=blZPRGo3OEcyVENrS3YvZVBMWTZVQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2751394844?pwd=blZPRGo3OEcyVENrS3YvZVBMWTZVQT09
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FOOD & DRINK

MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING

Sunday, Jun 1, 2:00 pm 
Pride Center at Equality Park, Main Hall 
2040 N. Dixie Highway, Wilton Manors, FL 33305

Bring a dish to share for our potluck meal

DINER RUN Thursday, Jun 12, 1:00 pm 
Salt & Pepper Chef 
1280 Powerline Rd #11, Pompano Beach, FL 33069 
Call or text Doug Kent at 305-495-2978 or email him at 
dutchwood@att.net to make sure you have a seat for this enjoyable 
afternoon.

LUNCHEON Thursday, Jun 26, 1:00 pm 
Mason Jar Cafe  
3000 North Federal Hwy., Fort Lauderdale, FL 33306 
Mark your calendar now and remember to call or text Doug Kent at 
305-495-2978 or e-mail him at dutchwood@att.net to reserve your spot.

MIXER Every Tuesday,  5:00 pm
Tropics Grille Restaurant & Bar
2000 Wilton Drive, Wilton Manors, FL 33305
No reservations; just pay for your drink(s) and enjoy the buffet! 

EARLY BIRD 
DINNER

Wednesday, Jun 11, @ 5:30 pm 
Ambry Restaurant 
3016 E Commercial Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308 
If you’re going, contact Ed Slough at wildhybrid@aol.com so he can tell the 
restaurant how many to expect.

NIGHT OUT 
DINNER

Wednesday, Jun 25, 5:00 pm
Tropics Grille in Wilton Manors
2000 Wilton Drive, Wilton Manors, FL 33305
If you are going, contact Ed Slough at wildhybrid@aol.com so he can tell 
the restaurant how many to expect.

DINNER 
PARTY

Wednesday, Jun 18, @ 5:30 pm 
Seaside Grill & Tiki Bar, 
1406 N Ocean Blvd, Pompano Beach, FL 33062 
If you’re going, RSVP by May 18th by emailing gustavomarchini@hotmail.com.

mailto:dutchwood@att.net
mailto:gustavomarchini@hotmail.com
mailto:wildhybrid@aol.com
mailto:wildhybrid@aol.com
mailto:dutchwood@att.net
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Early Bird Dinner

Wednesday, June 11 @ 5:30 PM

Ambry Restaurant
3016 E Commercial Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308

This event is for members of SAGE, Prime gentlemen, and their friends. If 
you’re going, contact Ed Slough at wildhybrid@aol.com so he can tell the 
restaurant how many to expect.

 
TO RESERVE & PAY WITH A CREDIT CARD, 

GO TO: https://tinyurl.com/2ruu9cxf 

TO CANCEL, BEFORE 5:00 PM ON 6/24 
CLICK THE LINK ABOVE OR SEND AN EMAIL TO: 

treasurer@ftlprimegentlemen.org 

 

 

   
 

 
 

  
 

 

  MEAL CHOICES MEMBER COST 

 

ENTRE #1 ROAST PRIME RIB $34.00 
ENTRE #2 BROILED SALMON FILLET $28.00 
ENTRE #3 STUFFED CHICKEN BREAST $25.00 
ENTRE #4 VEGETARIAN BROCHETTE $22.00 

MEMBER COST INCLUDES : ROLLS AND BUTTER; 
TOSSED GREEN SALAD; BAKED POTATO; 

CHEF'S CHOICE VEGETABLE; BLACK FOREST CAKE; 
WATER, COFFEE, HOT OR ICED TEA; COST SUBSIDY 

 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY


TO OUR JUNE 
BIRTHDAY 

BOYS

mailto:wildhybrid@aol.com
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Back Rock Early 
Bird April 9

Night Out at 
Tropics April 23

General Membership 
Meeting

Mad Arts Museum 
Excursion
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6/14/2024 Andres Henriquez and Olbap Rojas 1
6/16/2018 Aziel Sales and Richard Lenzi 7
6/15/2004 Mark Goldstein and Rodgrigo Gutierrez 21
6/22/1996 Arthur Donley and Clinton Finn 29

6/1 Richard McGowan
6/2 Stephen Cole
6/3 Daniel Bohan
6/3 Donald Harris
6/4 Leroy Sathre
6/5 Ronald Grassullo
6/5 Nicholas Polizos
6/6 Lynn Wright
6/6 Charles Burton
6/7 Edmund Witkowski
6/7 Bob Wenz
6/8 Robert Levy
6/8 Dennis Camara
6/8 Joseph Cox
6/8 Normand Leclair
6/8 Richard Runge
6/8 Ed Vallecorsa
6/9 Frank Sweet
6/9 Don Squire
6/9 Robert Noonan
6/10 Robert Nation
6/10 Dan Driscoll
6/11 Thomas Mahoney
6/14 Ed Clucas
6/14 Mike Trask
6/14 Bernard Donohue
6/16 Allen Bozek

6/17 William Mathisen
6/18 Richard Safra
6/18 Kenneth Smith
6/19 Nicholas Zullo
6/21 Frank Struck
6/21 Martin Haberland
6/21 Charles Bell
6/22 Henry Bernstein
6/23 Jerry Heaton
6/24 Glenn Carroll
6/25 Jack Coffman
6/25 Mark Ramirez
6/25 William Niebles
6/26 Robert Blazina
6/26 Joe Pallant
6/26 Edward Moskowitz
6/28 Harvey Eagle
6/28 Sydney Phiri
6/29 James Johnson
6/29 Scott Berns
6/29 Jim Onessimo
6/29 William Brierly
6/30 Ronald Goodale
6/30 William Tadros
6/30 Patt Gavin
6/30 Peter Gavigan

Join us Wednesday, 
June 25th

Night Out at Tropics
Tropics Grille in 

Wilton Manors, FL 
located at 2000 Wilton Drive
• Drinks/cocktails from 5:00 to 5:30 PM with 

'Happy Hour' prices, and dinner at 5:30 PM 
Total menu is half-price!

• Please email Ed to let him know if you plan 
to attend.Ed Slough: wildhybrid@aol.com

June Hero
Jeff Cronin 

mailto:wildhybrid@aol.com
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LOCATION CODES 
BP = Brummer Park, 3500 W Palm Aire Dr 33069

HA = Haulover Beach, 10800 Collins Ave 33154

ML = Manor Lanes, 1517 NE 26th Street, 33305

PC = Pride Ctr, 2040 N. Dixie Hwy 33305 

SC = Skolnick Ctr, 800 SW 36th Ave 33069

SL = Stonewall Lib, 1300 Sunrise Blvd 33311 
TR = Tropics Bar & Grill, 2000 Wilton Dr 33305 
VC =  Volen Center, 1515 W Palmetto Park Rd, 33486

ZM = See weekly email Bulletin for link.

PRIME	GENTLEMEN	CALENDARJune 2025
Surfer 2024

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
8:00 AM Tennis BP
2:00 PM General 
Meeting PC, P8

2
11:00 AM SOBA SAGE 
VC
6:00 PM Online Mixer 
ZM#

3
8:00 AM Tennis BP
2:00 PM Trivial Pur-
suit ZM#
5:00 PM Mixer TR, p8

4
11:00 AM Bowling ML
1:00 PM Men's DropIn 
ZM#

5
8:00 AM Tennis BP
2:00 PM Collectors 
Group PC
3:00 PM Co-ed 
DropIn ZM#
7:00 PM Walking SC

6 7

8
8:00 AM Tennis BP

9
11:00 AM SOBA SAGE 
VC
6:00 PM Online Mixer 
ZM#

10
8:00 AM Tennis BP
2:00 PM Trivial Pur-
suit ZM#
5:00 PM Mixer TR, p8

11
11:00 AM Bowling ML
1:00 PM Men's DropIn 
ZM#
5:30 PM Early Bird 
Dinner, p8

12
8:00 AM Tennis BP
1:00 PM Diner Run, 
P8
2:00 PM Computer PC
3:00 PM Co-ed 
DropIn ZM#
7:00 PM Walking SC

13 14
11:00 AM Book Dis-
cussion Group, p7

15
8:00 AM Tennis BP

16
11:00 AM SOBA SAGE 
VC
6:00 PM Online Mixer 
ZM#

17
8:00 AM Tennis BP
2:00 PM Trivial Pur-
suit ZM#
5:00 PM Mixer TR, p8

18
11:00 AM Bowling ML
1:00 PM Men's DropIn 
ZM#
5:30 PM Dinner Party, 
p8

19
8:00 AM Tennis BP
12:30 PM Board ZM
2:00 PM Collectors 
Group PC
3:00 PM Co-ed 
DropIn ZM#
7:00 PM Walking SC

20
1:30 PM Free Movies 
PC, P4

21

22
8:00 AM Tennis BP

23
11:00 AM SOBA SAGE 
VC
6:00 PM Online Mixer 
ZM#

24
8:00 AM Tennis BP
2:00 PM Trivial Pur-
suit ZM#
5:00 PM Mixer TR, p8

25
11:00 AM Bowling ML
1:00 PM Men's DropIn 
ZM#
5:00 PM Tropics 
Grille Night Out, p8

26
8:00 AM Tennis BP
1:00 PM Luncheon, 
p8
3:00 PM Co-ed 
DropIn ZM#
7:00 PM Walking SC

27
10:00 AM Paradox 
Museum Excursion

28
12:00 PM 22nd An-
niversary Luncheon, 
p9
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cussion Group, p7
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1:00 PM Diner Run, 
P8
2:00 PM Computer PC
3:00 PM Co-ed 
DropIn ZM#
7:00 PM Walking SC

13 14
11:00 AM Book Dis-
cussion Group, p7

15
8:00 AM Tennis BP

16
11:00 AM SOBA SAGE 
VC
6:00 PM Online Mixer 
ZM#

17
8:00 AM Tennis BP
2:00 PM Trivial Pur-
suit ZM#
5:00 PM Mixer TR, p8

18
11:00 AM Bowling ML
1:00 PM Men's DropIn 
ZM#
5:30 PM Dinner Party, 
p8

19
8:00 AM Tennis BP
12:30 PM Board ZM
2:00 PM Collectors 
Group PC
3:00 PM Co-ed 
DropIn ZM#
7:00 PM Walking SC

20
1:30 PM Free Movies 
PC, P4

21

22
8:00 AM Tennis BP

23
11:00 AM SOBA SAGE 
VC
6:00 PM Online Mixer 
ZM#

24
8:00 AM Tennis BP
2:00 PM Trivial Pur-
suit ZM#
5:00 PM Mixer TR, p8

25
11:00 AM Bowling ML
1:00 PM Men's DropIn 
ZM#
5:00 PM Tropics 
Grille Night Out, p8

26
8:00 AM Tennis BP
1:00 PM Luncheon, 
p8
3:00 PM Co-ed 
DropIn ZM#
7:00 PM Walking SC

27
10:00 AM Paradox 
Museum Excursion

28
12:00 PM 22nd An-
niversary Luncheon, 
p9

29
8:00 AM Tennis BP

30
11:00 AM SOBA SAGE 
VC
6:00 PM Online Mixer 
ZM#

1
8:00 AM Tennis BP
2:00 PM Trivial Pur-
suit ZM#
5:00 PM Mixer TR, p8

2
11:00 AM Bowling ML
1:00 PM Men's DropIn 
ZM#

3
8:00 AM Tennis BP
2:00 PM Collectors 
Group PC
3:00 PM Co-ed 
DropIn ZM#
7:00 PM Walking SC
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