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   I’m pleased to share some recent updates with you. 

   We have a new Surfer editor — Aziel Sales, who 
graciously volunteered to take over from John Dool.       
I want to thank John for doing a superb job following 
Dick Huitema. John refreshed the look of our 
newsletter and managed all the details with skill         
and patience. 

   This issue marks the first of what we expect will be 
many from Aziel. How do you like the new look? 

   John also coordinated the audio/visual presentations 
for our Membership Meetings. That role now passes on 
to Michael Gagne, who will be taking us into the future. 

   Our past four Man of the Month articles were written 
by Al Remer, Ken Joseph, George Mihalakos, and Ken 
Sabanosh—each delivering first-class work.      

   We are fortunate to have such talent contributing 
regularly. 

   We’ve also welcomed two new “hash-slinging” 
volunteers to the Potluck line at our Membership 
Meetings — Chet St. Clair and Victor Garcia. 

   There are a couple of changes to our Board of 
Directors as well. Ron Grassullo has been elected Vice 
President, and Tom Daniel, who had previously stepped 
down, has graciously returned to fill a vacancy for the 
remainder of the current term. 

   It’s this spirit of volunteerism that keeps our 
organization thriving. The guest list for our annual 
Volunteer Dinner this spring has grown significantly —   
a testament to how many members are stepping up      
to help. 

   As our activities expand, so does the need for more 
volunteers. You can spot our current volunteers by     
the yellow cards on their lanyards — many have been 
serving for years, driven by the satisfaction of making 
our organization stronger and more vibrant. 

   Who knows — perhaps something will inspire you to 
join their ranks!
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Downton Abbey: The Grand Finale 

Friday, December 12, 1:30PM at The Pride Center 
Free movie including popcorn and soda! 
A SAGE and PRIME GENTLEMEN Event 

     The world of 'Downton,' admittedly as 
fantastical as Camelot, still celebrates an ideal 
of civility that is totally foreign for today’s tech 
bros and one-percenters. 

     Elegantly directed by Simon Curtis from a 
deeply felt screenplay by series creator Julian 
Fellowes, the film I think we all can agree is a 
triumphant swan song for its marvelous cast, 
sadly minus the great Maggie Smith, who died a 
year ago this month. Dame Maggie claimed she 
never watched the show in which she stole every 
scene as the Dowager Countess of Grantham, 
whose rapier wit skewered hypocrites, rich and 
poor alike. She missed a lot by not watching, but 
the finale pays proper tribute to her internal fire 
and mischievous spirit. 

     The film opens in 1930 with Downton in crisis. Lady Mary Crawley, played with her customary spiky, sexy assurance 
by Michelle Dockery, is feeling the hot breath of scandal for the unforgivable sin of —wait for it— divorce, an earth-
shattering event upstairs and downstairs. Oh, the horror when Lady Mary and her parents, Lord Grantham and his 
American wife Cora are given the heave-ho by a snooty society hostess. Back then, a divorced woman was a social 
pariah. Luckily, Lady Mary finds an ally in bon vivant playwright Noel Coward whose deadpan barbs rival Dame 
Maggie’s. 

     Another Crawley problem, besides social disgrace, is complete financial ruin. Cora’s brother Harold arrives from 
the States with news that bad investments have resulted in the loss of the family fortune that has kept Downton 
going. All seems lost with the Abbey on the chopping block. But it doesn’t stop frisky Lady Mary—the heir apparent— 
from indulging in a fling. Lady Mary's her shrewd sister Edith contrives a society event in her honor to be attended by 
Noel Coward and his movie star friend Guy Dexter. No one knows of Guy’s secret affair with former “Downton” 
servant Thomas so the coast is clear to break a few rules, such as the foolish ban on divorced women. When the 
chance comes for the elite to hobnob with glittering celebrity, they seize it. How times have not changed. 

     The Camelot-world of “Downton” represents that ideal that Lord Grantham honors as his fingertips touch the 
stone memorial to his mother near the film’s end. And we honor the cast and crew of this cinema remembrance for 
the pleasure of their company and the joy they take in recreating that one brief, shining moment. 

     

  MOVIES 
     by Ed Slough 
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Manoftheonth
Interviewed by Ken Sabanosh

   It’s 1950 in Detroit, Michigan, and the state was booming when Mr. A was born—its auto industry drawing 
families from across the globe. His parents, both Detroit natives, raised Mr. A and his older brother amid this 
vibrant mix of languages, food, and music. A rich cultural upbringing shaped Mr. A’s lifelong curiosity. He 
excelled in sports—especially hockey—and became an avid fan of Motown, whose rhythm was the city’s 
heartbeat. 

   Mr. A enrolled at the University of Michigan, first majoring in mathematics before discovering that words 
and ideas captured his imagination more deeply than numbers. He earned degrees in English, Psychology, 
and Education, with a minor in math, followed by a master’s in Reading Education, specializing in reading 
disabilities. 

   After graduation, Mr. A moved to Houston to be near relatives, including his beloved grandmother. He 
recalls joining her on market trips where she haggled fluently in several languages—an experience that 
deepened his appreciation for communication and culture. Over the years, Mr. A’s career spanned 
education, sports reporting, and retail management. Teaching, however, remained his greatest passion. 

   While teaching in Houston, Mr. A met a ten-year-old student, Steve, whose difficult home life troubled 
him. When Steve’s mother could no longer care for him, Mr. A opened his home and became the father 
figure the boy desperately needed. Under Mr. A’s guidance, Steve thrived, earning a place at Houston’s High 
School for the Performing and Visual Arts and later at the Eastman School of Music. At fifteen, Steve came 
out to Mr. A—one of the first people he ever told. He would go on to build a 25-year career with the London 
Symphony Orchestra alongside his husband before both tragically succumbed to COVID-19 in 2020. 

   After a decade in Houston, Mr. A relocated to Austin, where he built community and fell in love. That 
relationship ended sadly when his partner was killed in a car accident—a loss that left a lasting mark. 
Seventeen years later, in 2001, Mr. A settled in Fort Lauderdale and moved to 
Palm Aire in 2003, where he remains an active and valued neighbour. 

   Community involvement has always been part of Mr. A’s DNA. He served 
with the Houston Jaycees and later on the Travis County Advisory Board for 
Social Work, always championing fairness and empathy. A passionate bridge 
player and teacher, he has achieved the rank of Sapphire Life Master, and he 
stays active playing pickleball and continuing to learn every day. 

   A longtime member of both Prime Gentlemen and SAGE, Mr. A lives by 
simple but powerful principles: help others, be honest, and give back. His 
favorite motto captures his spirit perfectly: “The more you do, the more     
you can.” 

   Can you guess who our December Man of the Month is? Turn to page 7…
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In Memoriam

Stephen Barnhart 
August 19, 1961 – November 5, 2025 

    We are deeply saddened by the loss of our dear member, Stephen Barnhart, who passed away on 
Wednesday, November 5, at Holy Cross Hospital. He is survived by his partner, AJ Ratliff, as well as his       
sister and brother. 

    Stephen joined Prime Gentlemen in November 2014. Those who knew him will 
remember his exuberance, warmth, and good cheer. He was honored as Man of 
the Month in September 2018 — click here to read the article about him. 

    Stephen’s career included 12 years of service with Minnesota Fabric at their 
flagship location and 18 years as a manager with the upscale retailer Parisian in 
the Detroit suburbs. He was a generous and kind man, always ready to celebrate 
life. When AJ faced his own medical challenges, Stephen was steadfastly by his 
side, caring for him with unwavering devotion. 

    Stephen will be deeply missed by all who knew him. Please keep AJ in your 
thoughts during this very difficult time. Information about a memorial service will 
be shared soon. 

Norm Peters 
March 29, 1932 – November 4, 2025 

     Professor Norman Peters passed away after a long illness. Known as the “Grandfather of the Klassic    
Coffee Klatch,” he and his partner, Bill Woodward, led the Sage of South Florida 
Men’s Drop-In group for more than ten years. In fact, his email address started 
with “sagedropin.”  

     Norm taught psychology at the University of Hawaii and later at UCLA. His 
life touched thousands.  

     His former students kept in contact with him well into his retirement, and 
his friends counted him as a steady, wise presence. He will be deeply missed by 
the many people whose lives he shaped with kindness, intelligence, and quiet 
generosity. 

     He and Bill have been together for 50 years. Keep Bill in your thought 
during what will be a difficult period of adjustment. 

https://cdn.wildapricot.com/485759/resources/Documents/HallOfFame/2018/Stephen%20Barnhart.pdf?version=1746110047000&Policy=eyJTdGF0ZW1lbnQiOiBbeyJSZXNvdXJjZSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY2RuLndpbGRhcHJpY290LmNvbS80ODU3NTkvcmVzb3VyY2VzL0RvY3VtZW50cy9IYWxsT2ZGYW1lLzIwMTgvU3RlcGhlbiUyMEJhcm5oYXJ0LnBkZj92ZXJzaW9uPTE3NDYxMTAwNDcwMDAiLCJDb25kaXRpb24iOnsiRGF0ZUxlc3NUaGFuIjp7IkFXUzpFcG9jaFRpbWUiOjE3NjI1ODA5MDF9LCJJcEFkZHJlc3MiOnsiQVdTOlNvdXJjZUlwIjoiMC4wLjAuMC8wIn19fV19&Signature=fGSxVqLfkDtOMvZ7SS14ww0aLQxhIy1UIPL0tJKkTbqppyvGImCOi6m7oIf5Yp9YbaMhQlJrZC5k0H24qSvsfKl40AaffJ~9MsHOFy5vZpPa1fu9AsOwCQnKcswjMeXHI~NI5N-Zoi0AUtG8TWG1Hiqmn0lvLxBl~zYgItOVVtWS1X2yIy6Gxc3Yez6OyEII-K1i8IAlGHGcymT4d438-87YZbzEVAw06Q2qWFylPp~cVC5jwboRNKbpGgz-0wjOog5o7U5OTeRAWBLFN8iwmGKcyOGAxlML3ZeS5EUk~~8IvT~IxCNibfGEEvNWWK~J9DY8-1fCnYgU9mlgqPWouQ__&Key-Pair-Id=K27MGQSHTHAGGF
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December Meeting: 
In lieu of a discussion meeting, the group will gather at  

11:00 AM on Saturday, December 13 for the  
Book Group’s Annual Holiday Luncheon  

at Rosie’s Bar & Grill.

  Book Discussion 
    by Paul McNamara

Book Group’s “Back Story” 
     Initially called “The Book Bunch,” the Book Group was the first activity established by SAGE of South Florida. It 

held its first meeting in September of 1995. In January 2024, the book group merged with Prime Gentlemen, and 
the meetings were opened to all SAGE and Prime Gentlemen members.  

     From its inception, the group has adhered to two fundamental criteria: the first criterion is that books must be 
available in paperback. This was recently amended to specify that the books must also be available in a digital 
format. The second criterion is that they should be relevant to the LGBTQ+ community without mandating 
classification as “gay books.” Over the years, the group has explored various genres, including history, biographies, 
memoirs, as well as a diverse range of fiction such as mysteries, romance, detective stories, science fiction, and 
historical fiction. Members actively propose future reading titles, and periodic group votes shape the agenda for 
the months ahead. 

     Meetings were held on the second Saturday of the month from 11:00 AM to noon at 
the Stonewall Library on Sunrise Boulevard. Starting with the January 24, 2026 
discussion, meetings are now scheduled for the fourth Saturday of the month. Initially, 
meetings took place in person only. However, with the onset of COVID in the spring of 
2020, meetings were held exclusively on Zoom during the pandemic. Currently, a Zoom 
hybrid format is utilized, with some members attending in person at the library while 
others join online via Zoom. 

     The book to be discussed at the January 24 meeting is The House of Hidden 
Meanings, by RuPaul. In this memoir, the international drag superstar and pop culture 
icon RuPaul delivers his most revealing and personal work to date. Additional 
information about the book and the meeting will be provided in the January issue of 
The Surfer. Please consider joining the discussion with the group. There is no charge, 
and reservations are not required.
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Manoftheonth
Al Remer 

The Prime Gentlemen     
Bridge Group Has Arrived! 

    We’re delighted to announce the formation of the 
Fort Lauderdale Prime Gentlemen Bridge Group, 
coordinated by Naylon Leapley, a certified bridge 
teacher and director. 

    This new group meets weekly to play Duplicate 
Bridge, welcoming members who already have 
experience with the game. Each session will include a 
brief 15-minute pre-game segment led by Naylon, 
offering strategy tips and guidance before play begins. 

    The atmosphere will be friendly, social, and 
competitive—perfect for those who enjoy both the 
challenge of Bridge and the camaraderie of fellow 
players. 

When:   Wednesdays at 2:00 PM 
Where:  Recreation 22 in Palm Aire located at 819  
               Cypress Blvd, Pompano Beach, FL 33069 

    If you’re an experienced Bridge player and would    
like to join, please contact Naylon Leapley at 
leapley@aol.com

mailto:leapley@aol.com
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FOOD & DRINKS

MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING

Saturday, December 13, 2:00 pm 
Pride Center at Equality Park, Main Hall 
2040 N Dixie Highway, Wilton Manors, FL 33305

Bring a dish to share for our potluck meal!

DINER RUN Thursday, December 11, 1:00 pm 
Lester’s Diner 
4701 Coconut Creek Parkway, Margate, FL 33063  
Call or text Doug Kent at 305-495-2978 or email him at dutchwood@att.net                 
to make sure you have a seat for this enjoyable afternoon.

LUNCHEON Thursday, December 18, 1:00 pm 
Kirin Restaurant (formerly known as Silver Pond) 
4285 State Route 7, Lauderdale Lakes, FL 33319 
Mark your calendar and remember to call or text Doug Kent at 305-495-2978             
or e-mail him at dutchwood@att.net to reserve your spot.

MIXER Every Tuesday, 5:00 pm 
Tropics Grille Restaurant & Bar 
2000 Wilton Drive, Wilton Manors, FL 33305

No reservations; just pay for your drink(s) and enjoy the food! 

EARLY BIRD 
DINNER

Wednesday, December 10, 5:00 pm 
Tropics Grille 
2000 Wilton Dr, Wilton Manors, FL 33305 
To reserve your spot, contact Ed Slough at wildhybrid@aol.com

DINNER 
PARTY

Wednesday, December 17, seatings at 5:00 pm or 7:00 pm 
Camille’s Pizzeria & Ristorante 
4165 N Dixie Hwy, Oakland Park, FL 33334 (more details on page 11) 
RSVP is required. To reserve your seat, click the link below: 
Prime Gentlemen Dinner Party Registration or visit our site & click on the Events tab 

ANNUAL      
HOLIDAY 
LUNCHEON

Sunday, December 7, 1:00 pm (cashbar starts at 12:00 pm) 
Embassy Suites by Hilton, Terra Ballroom 
1100 SE 17th St, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 (more details on page 9)

CHRISTMAS 
LUNCHEON

Thursday, December 25, 1:00 pm 
Zuckerello’s  
3017 E Commercial Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308 (more details on page 10)

mailto:wildhybrid@aol.com
mailto:dutchwood@att.net
https://fortlauderdaleprimegentlemeninc.wildapricot.org/event-6424132
mailto:dutchwood@att.net


   December 2025     Surfer  | 9

PRIME GENTLEMEN
HOLIDAYLUNCHEON
Sunday, December 7, 2025

12:00 noon –Cash Bar
1:00 PM – Luncheon
Terra Ballroom

Embassy Suites by Hilton
1100 SE 17th St, Fort Lauderdale

TORESERVE& PAYWITHA CREDIT CARD, CLICK:
https://tinyurl.com/3bntwcjy

RESERVATIONS, CANCELLATIONS, ANDREFUND
REQUESTS END AT 5:00 PM ONWEDNESDAY12/3.
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CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCHeon  

Zuckerello’s 
3017 E Commercial Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308 
December 25, 2025 @ 1:00PM 

     I have planned a Christmas Day mid-day meal since   
2018 so that everyone will have the opportunity to 
celebrate with friends. No one need stay at home alone 
for the holiday. My criteria for selecting a restaurant 
includes modest prices and the ability of the restaurant 
to accommodate a large group. This year, I have 
selected Zuckerello's. This event is targeting members 
of SAGE, Prime Gentlemen and their friends. 

     Zuckerello's will be offering a reduced menu for 
Christmas day, and I will be forwarding it to you as soon as it's available. Zuckerello's 
always serves elegant meals, with large portions and great service. It has been a favorite 
of ours for many years! Please let me know if you would like to join our 
Christmas holiday dinner group: wildhybrid@aol.com 

 - Ed Slough

mailto:wildhybrid@aol.com
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    Join us for our Final Dinner Party of the Year — 
an evening filled with good company, laughter, 
and authentic Italian flavors!  

    Camille’s is a cozy Italian spot loved for its 
welcoming atmosphere and delicious home-style 
cooking. Enjoy classic pizzas, fresh pastas, and 
hearty entrées — all served with the warmth and 
hospitality that make  this local gem a favorite 
among our members. 

Please Note:  Arrive on time for your reserved 
seating. For the 7:00 PM seating, please wait 
outside if you arrive early so the restaurant can 
reset the tables between seatings.

 Technology for Beginners 
  by Eric Runyan 

    Gaining a better understanding of how our computers, 
smartphones and smart TVs work can greatly enhance your 
experience in today’s digital world. That’s why I’m offering 
Prime Gentlemen a free series of classes at two community 
centers in Broward County, including the Pride Center at 
Equality Park.  

    The series, called Technology for Beginners, covers a 
variety of topics such as Windows and Mac operating 
systems, Chromebooks, Android phones, iPhones, social 
media, email, and general computer literacy. No prior 
experience is required. 

     The Pride Center classes are held on the second 
Thursday of each month from 2:00 to 4:00 PM. They’re 
completely free for Prime Gentlemen members, as I’m a 
member too. If the Pride Center location doesn’t work for 
you, I also offer classes at the Skolnick Center in Pompano 
Beach.  

    To view the class schedule and register, visit 
HelpMeEric.com. While you’re there, you can also explore a 
range of computer repair, installation and troubleshooting.

ADVERTISEMENT 

If you’re interested in placing an ad, simply visit our website      
and click  on the About Us tab for more information. 
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12/1       John Kardys 
12/3       Gene Nixon 
12/3       Donald Carbon 
12/3       David Durham 
12/4       William Collins 
12/5       Ernest Goldsmith 
12/6       Joseph Skarzynski 
12/6       Leonard Roche 
12/7       Stephen Tessino 
12/8       Francisco Vargas 
12/9       Raymond Patterson 
12/9       Sebastian Barbosa 
12/10     John Seader 
12/10     George Bradshaw 
12/11      Gerry Zaebst 
12/13      Robert Ottman 
12/13      Olbap Rojas 
12/13      Tim Shaffer 
12/13      Philip Santomaso 
12/14      Juan Bujosa 
12/14      Lewis Shena 
12/14      Jerry Ganz 
12/15      Ellis Squires 
12/16      Robert Shaw 

12/16      Jimmy Carden 
12/16      Kevin Brown 
12/17      Victor Garcia 
12/19      Wayne Howington 
12/20     Richard Huitema 
12/20     Henry Penas 
12/20     Victor Patane 
12/21      Tomas Rosales 
12/21      Lyle Blocker 
12/22      Barry Carter 
12/22      Peter Thyne 
12/22      William Sandrik 
12/23      Richard McNany 
12/24      Joel Cyr 
12/26      Don Roofner 
12/26      Patrick Vida 
12/27      Charles Geldernick 
12/27      Juan Perez 
12/28      August Azzarello 
12/28      Boyce Brawley 
12/29      Steven Rowe 
12/29      Mark Britton 
12/29      Richard Keaton

12/13/2017      Bernard Donohue and Robert Blazina          8 years 
12/19/2016     Gustavo Marchini and James Bowling            9 years 
12/20/1999     August Azzarello and Stewart Pepper           26 years 
12/4/1994       Gary Gary and Richard Brownscombe           31 years 

WELCOME TO OUR        
NEW MEMBERS!

Naylon Leapley             
Jason Runyan                
Sir Tom Matt                  
Arthur Voss            
Terry Byrd    
Kaleed Mohammed   

Rich Padilla             
David Asch  
Rick Hurd   
Gary Gary 
Richard Brownscombe 
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GALLERY

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR DECEMBER BOYS!

Congratulations  to our 50/50  Winner!

November Monthly Meeting
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GALLERY

November Monthly Meeting

Birder — Movie  (10/24)
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GALLERY

Night Out at Tropics (10/22)

Early Bird Dinner at Ambry (10/8)
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CALENDAR  OF  Events

December 2025


	FOOD & DRINKS

